Ti ** 9 7 —_— over Death and 
tbe Grabe. 


＋ 
CEL 
I») 5 
2 b 16 
* 9 8 . N * e. 1 2 | . '% A | " 1 


1 earn. 
ANTHONY WAL BURGE, Eſq; 


ISLES 033: 12-5 


1: LATE 


TREASURER 


O F 


6 THO MAS's Hoszrrar. 


PREACHED AT 


EDMONTON, 


2 % 1 
D SAMUEL SAVAGE / 
3 82 A 
LONDON: 
Printed for Joun Noon. at the White Hart, in Cheapfide, 
' near Mercers-Chapel. | 


MDCCXLIX. 


| 
' 


ES 


KOI OS, Cor. xv. 55. 
O Death, where is thy Sting? 0 
_ Grave, where is thy Victory? 


H natural, and moral Arguments 
which are commonly produced, 
as Proofs of the Soul's Immorta- 

lity; are what ſome of the wiſeſt Men, 
among the Heathens, have freely acknow- 
ledged the Weight of. But that theſe frail 
Tabernacles, which we bear about us, ſhall, 
after their approaching Diſſolution, be 
rebuilt by the Maker of all Things, and 
reunited to thoſe ſpiritual Subſtances, from 
which they were ſeparated ; is a Doctrine 
of pure Revelation. But, however aſto- 
niſhing this may appear to thoſe; who 
are inclined to [a Bounds to the Power 
of God; the Apoſtle ſhews that it is by 
no Means impoſſible to the Maker of all 
Things, who created Matter at firſt out 
of nothing, moulded a Portion of that. 
Matter into the Form of a human Body, 
and breathed into it the Breath of Life. 


A 3 f St. 


(6) 


St. PA u L, having declared the Poſſibi- 
lity of a Reſurre&ion, in general, from 
the Conſideration of God's Omnipotence; 
proceeds to prove the Certainty of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection in particular, and to diſcover 

the mighty Importance thereof. If our 
Saviour, in Conſequehce of his Death, had 
remained a-Prifofier to the Grave; the o- 
ther Arguments produced, as Teſtimonials 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, would have 
been defective, and inſufficient to build our 
Faith upon. The Reſurrection of Chriſt 
therefore being an important Fact, upon 
which the Truth of the Goſpel depends; 
various Witneſſes are mentioned as a Con- 
firmation thereof, whoſe Teſtimony cannot 
be reafonably diſputed. en ro e 


Ar rk having produced thefe Witneſ- 
ſes, the Apoſtle proceeds to ſhew, that the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt was to be conſidered 
as an Earneſt or Pledge of our Refurrec- 
tion; and intimates to us, that our Bodies 
ſhall be raiſed, with very great Alterations 
and Circumſtances of Advantage; and be- 
come fit Organs or Inſtruments of out 
Souls moſt exalted Operations. It was 
this trauſporting Proſpect, which gave Oc- 
caſion to the triumphant Exclamation hed 

; the 
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the Text; O Death, where is thy Sting ? 
O Grave, where is thy Victory? Where i is 
the Sting of Death, as it pd the foul, 
if Sin, in which the Bitterneſs thereof 
conſiſts, is taken away? And where is the 
Triumph of the Grave, if, by a Reſurrec- 
_ it muſt diſmiſs our impriſoned Bo- 
3 


Fon theſe Words, to which I 
have introduced you, by a brief Conſi- 
deration of the Context; : purpoſe to in- 
form you, 


1. UPO N what parti cular Accounts, 
Death is the Object of Men's Dread 
in general. 


II. WHY zt is, in a * Man- 
ner, farmi dable to Sinners. 


III. TO what it is owing, that the 
Fear of Death is ſo far Jubdued i in 
£00d Men. 


I. ISHALL inform you; upon what 
particular Accounts, Death is the OG. 
ect of Men's Dread in general. 


424 By 
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By Death, I do not only mean the Se- 
paration of Soul and Body, but alſo ſuch 
Evils as are introductory to, and conſe- 
quent upon that Separation. There are 
two Things more eſpecially, which ren- 
der Death frightful to Mankind ; and theſe 
are the Nature of it, and of thoſe Evils, 
which are its uſual Harbingers and Atten- 
dants ; and the Conſequences thereof. 


1. DE AT H becomes frightful to Mans 
kind, when they conſider its Nature, and 
the Nature of thoſe Ewvils, which are its 
uſual Harbi er or Attendants. 


Dx ATH, as hath been already hinted, 
conſiſts in the Separation of Soul and Bo- 
dy, or the Diſſolution of our preſent Frame. 
It is this Separation or Diſſolution, that 
the wiſe Man ſpeaks of, when he aſſures 
us, that the Duſt (meaning the Body) 
ſhall return to the Earth as it was, and 
the Spirit unto God who gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. 
Nothing ſeems more univerſal and natu- 
ral to Mankind, than the Principle of Self- 
preſervation, and a Deſire in particular of 
preſerving their Beings ; and it is reaſona- 
ble to expect, that the Fear of Death 
ſhould bear a Proportion to the Defire 1 
Lite, 


1 

Life. No Doubt there are weighty Rea- 
ſons, why the Author of our Beings hath 
implanted in our Natures a ſtrong Aver- 
fion to a Diſſolution; it is certain, with- 
out ſuch an Averſion, we ſhould be neg- 
ligent of our Lives, and regardleſs of ma- 
ny Dangers which threaten them. And 
though this Dread may be, and ſome- 
times is wholly overcome, by Arguments 
drawn from an unſeen World; yet the 
Caſe is far from being common, even a- 
mong good Men. 


Ir Perſons ſhould bring themſelves to 
believe, that they ſhall have no' future 
Exiſtence, but that their Beings ſhall be 
wholly extinguiſhed, when they have done 
with this preſent World; though this 
Miſapprehenſion would deliver them from 
the Fears of future Miſery, yet ceaſing to 
be, and ſinking into eternal Silence and 
Oblivion, is ſo melancholy and diſtreſſing 
a Thought; that J apprehend the greateſt 
Part of Mankind, rather than loſe all Re- 
membrance of Things paſt, and be whol- 
ly forgotten themſelves, would chuſe to 
exiſt under very diſadvantageous Circum- 
ſtances. And if it appears, by contem- 
plating the Nature of Death, that it is to 
be conſidered as our Enemy, and Matter 


of 


(20) 
of our Dread; thoſe bodily Diſorders 
which are gradually weakening this pre- 
ſent Frame, and which, together with 
many ſudden and unforeſeen Accidents, 
are the uſual Forerunners of the King of 
Terrors; will be canſidered in the fame 


Light. 


2. D EAT KH y oo frightful ts 8 
man Nature, on Account. of its * 
ſeme of which I ſhall tate Notice of; under 


the follewing Particulars. 


1. Ons Conſequence of Death, S230 
makes it diſagreeable to Mankind, is, 


that it deprives them of the Enjoy- 
ments of the preſent Life. | 


Tnosz who have no Appetite to in- 
| telleQual Pleaſures, nor Reliſh of manly 

Delights; and who promiſe themſeives no- 
thing greater or better, from temporal En- 
joyments, than the Indulgence of their 
ungoverned Luſts ; may well be averſe to 
part with ſach Enjoyments, becauſe they 
will meet with nothing of this Kind in 
the future State: For what they falſly eſ- 
teemed their principal Happineſs, muſt con 
clude with their Lives. 


Nay 


( 12 ) 

Nay ſuch as do, in a good Meaſure, 
govern their Inclinations and. Affections, 
by the Rule of God's Word, and uſe the 
good Things of this Life with a D 


of Moderation, proportioned to the Na- 
ture and Importance thereof ; though they 


oſecute the inviſible Glory, as the Con- 
— of their Happineſs, yet they 
linger, and with ſome Reluctance take 
their Leave of Earth. If Men are poſ- 
ſeſſed of a large Portion of temporal good 
Things, by the Indulgence of Providence; 
if they have many deſirable Friends, and 
enjoy a great Degree of Health and Re- 
putation; theſe Circumſtances do for the 
moſt Part render their preſent Situation 
ſo agreeable to them, that they are ready 
to ſay : I is good for us to be here, Which 
Conſiderations ſhew the Neceſſity of a 
lively and vigorous Faith, and of ſtrong 
Defires, with Reſpe& to the unſeen Glo- 
ry; if we would break looſe from the 
| Inchantment of Objects round about us. 


2. ANoTHER Conſequence of Death, 

which renders it frightful to human Na- 

ture, is, that it delivers Perſons over to 
a future Judgment. | 

| Our 


612) 
Ov x Conſtitution, and the preſent Con- 
dition of human Nature, ſufficiently prove 
that we are accountable Creatures ; and 
that we muſt' be ſubje& to the Govern- 
ment and Judgment of the ſupreme Ruler, 
And if, in Conſequence of ſuch a Judg- 
ment, God will reward, or -puniſh us, 
agreeable to our paſt Actions; it con- 
cerns us frequently to conſider the main 
Tenour of thoſe Actions, in Order to diſ- 


cover what our future Lot and Portion 
ſhall be. 


- I May have a more roper Occaſion 
in the following Part of this Diſcourſe, 
to ſhew what Effect the Apprehenſion 
of a future Judgment will have, upon 
Perſons eminently good, or remarkably 
wicked, whoſe Conſciences are ſuppoſed 
pany to predict what 'will be the final 
fue of Things as to themſelves. I ſhall 
therefore confine. myſelf at preſent to the 
Conſideration of thoſe who are ſuppoſed, 


upon ſufficient Grounds, to be more doubt- 

ful both of their preſent State, and alſo 
of that future Condition, which will 'be 
the Conſequence thereof. In Men of this 
Character, there is ſuch a Mixture of 


Good 
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Good, and Evil; that it ſeems dubious 
which of them prevails. They have ſome 
good Reſolutions, but thoſe Reſolutions 
are often over-powered by the Force of 
preſent Temptations. They tranſgreſs, and 
then repent of thoſe Tranſgreſſions; re- 
cover from their Lapſes, and, in a little 
Time, fin afreſh. They carefully avoid 
thoſe Crimes, which the World gene- 
rally eſteems moſt ſcandalous; but too 
often neglect private Duties. And in this 
doubtful and uncertain Condition, in which 
Men know not what to pronounce con- 
cerning their own Character, their Minds 
muſt needs be in a fluctuating State; 
there muſt be a quick Succeſſion of Hopes, 
and Fears, as to the Event of the g 
Aſſize. And, how diſtreſſing a Thought 
is it to be in Darkneſs and Suſpenſe, 
in a Matter of ſuch mighty Moment? 
To be uncertain, and therefore anxiouſly 
concerned what will become of them for 
ever, when their Bodies drop into the 
Grave? To be ſummoned hence, before 
they are able to determine whether a Sen- 
tence of Abſolution, or Condemnation ſhall 
hereafter paſs upon them; muſt ſtrange- 
ly rack and torture the human Mind, 


: = | 
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"Yi! Fr ER RATE 
which makes it frightful to Mankind, 
s, that it will convey" them into an 


unſeen, and, in lth, anda one Wir 
; Gage State, < | 


Tur Thoughts of A Dilotation”" are 
not only diſcouraging to thoſe, who are 
in Doubt about a future State ; but alſo 
to ſuch, who, while they acknowledge 


ſuch a State, know not what their own - 


Lot in it ſhall be. Nay, this Thought 
is apt to caſt a upon cheir Minds, 
who have pleaſing Hopes of a happy 
Exiftence hereafter ; that they know: not 
in particular the Nature, the Conſtitution, 
Laws, and Employment of che celeſtial 


Tuovon we are perſuaded "both of 
the Certainty, and Greatneſs of the pro- 
miſed Happineſs ; yet ſince it will con- 
ſiſt in the Enjoyment of Pleaſures, wich 
we have had no Knowledge or Experi- 
ence of; it will probably be with fore 
Reluctance that we make an” 
of known, for unknown Delights. The 
Reaſon and Revelation give us the great- 


eſt 


eſt E 


(us) 
ement to confide in the Pro- 
miſes of God, in Relation to future Bleſ- 
| fedneſs; yet the Weakneſs of our Faith, 
and our Manner of Concep- 
tion incline us to ſhrink back, when the laſt 
Enemy makes its Approach. — Thus 1 
have informed you, from the Conſidera- 
tion of the foregoing Particulars, on what 
Accounts Death is an at- of Dread 
„ in ne I now pro- 


II. To inform you why or . ufen what 


Aecoumts, Dearh is peculiarly formi- 
| dable to Sinners, or wherein the A 


Fit confiſts as to them. 


Ir cannot be 3 that ſome 
good Men are ſhocked at the Appear- 
ance of Death, while notorious Tranſ- 


cern about it; and the Reaſon of both is 
obvious, becauſe both -of them miſtake 


their .Caſe ; the one concluding that their 
Caſe is better, and the other worſe, than 


they really are. I ſpeak not here of thoſe 
who leave the World in an atheiſtical 


and ſtupid State, of ſuch as ſink into 
the Grave without avy Warning, or are 
deprived 


greſſors ſeem to be under little or no Con- 


| 13 16 "8 
| deprived of the free Exerciſe of their res- 


ſonable Powers. But I would be under- 
ſtood of ſuch, who, profeſſing to believe 
future Retributions, cannot ayoid the'Con- 
fideration of their latter End; and, upon 
ſuch a Conſideration, ſee Reaſon to con- 
elude that they are utterly unprepared for 
_ important Change. Theſe Perſons 
are ſubject to the Sting of Death, i. e. to 
every Thing, which — Death for- 
midable to human Nature. As Sin was 
the Cauſe of Death, ſo it is conſequen- 
tially of all the bitter Ingredients thereof, 
and of thoſe terrible Preſages, which Sin- 
ners Minds ſuggeſt to them, when they 
have a near. View of their — 


| hence. 


- Tur is a Seaſon, when fach Men's 
| Sins will be ſure to find them out. There 

is no Comfort to be derived from their 
Friends, or Enjoyments. Their own Minds 
will then accuſe and condemn them, 
when they caſt their Eye to that awful 
Tribunal, the Proſpect of which muſt 


ps overwhelm them with the. Terrors of fa- 


ture Vengeance | How will they tremble 
| before that righteous Judge, whoſe Good- 
way waer have ſlighted, and whoſe Power 


they 


3 
they have dared and deſpiſed! How j joy- 
fully would they then receive him as their 
| Saviour, whoſe Sacrifice they .contemned, 
and whoſe Blood they trampled upon, as an 
unboly Thing ? But, Aſs it will be then too 
late; the Wounds, which Sin hath made in 
their Souls, will prove mortal! And how 
faſt a Hold will they endeavour to take of 
| this World, when called to part with it? 
Like Perſons drowning, they will ſnatch at 


2 thing which ſeems to afford even the 
m gender Froſped of Life. 


III. THE loft Thi ng propoſed, was to in- 
erm you, to what it is owing that the Fear 


of Death is ſo far ſubdued, in good Men. 


Tur the Dread of it is in a great Mea- 
ſure overcome, by Perſons of this Character, 
appears from the triumphant Manner in 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the Text: O 
Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where 
is thy Victory? Tho' the moſt advanced 
Chriſtians are 6 ſenſible of their Imperfec- 
tions, that they dare not ſtand the Trial of 
ſtrict and impartial Juſtice ; yet if they are 
conſcious to themſelves that they have ated 
with Integrity, both in regard to God, and 
_ and by ſuch a Conduct ſecured the 


B pleaſing 
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pleaſing Teſtimony of their own Conſcien- 


ces; they have many Arguments of En- 
couragement to build their Hope and i Joy 


upon. 


Tuo their Souls will ceaſe to inhabit 
theſe corruptible and mortal Bodies, yet 


they are fully ſatisfied this is not an Extinc- 


tion of Being. Upon a careful Review of 


their Lives, they find, by the divine Aid, 
they have made a Proviſion for that ſpiri- 


tual Part, which ſhall ſurvive the Body ; 
and thereby prevented many Reflections 
upon unpardoned Guilt, which diſtreſs the 
Minds of others. They experience that - 
their preſent Bodies very much clog and 
Weber their Souls in their Operations, 
and confine them to a narrow Proſ 
which Proſpect will. be greatly * 
when they exchange Worlds. They are 
informed by the Word of Truth, that theſe 


groſs and _— Tabernacles can have no 
Place in the pure Regions of Light and 


Glory, nor Corruption inberit Incorruption ; - 
and that, though ug; th and Soul ſhall 
part for-a Time, yet ſhall be united 
again, never to be ee more, and be- 
come more agrecable * than 
heretofore. ot | 


Dari 


To 
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Dz A 1H indeed deprives good Men, 


as well as others, of the Enjoyments of 


the preſent Life; but under that Loſs 
they, are not ſo unhappy, as thoſe muſt be, 
whoſe chief Felicity is placed here. It 
is not expected by them, that any ſuch 


_ changeable Scenes, as this Earth preſents 


to them, ſhould endure long. The pre- 
ſent World is not conſidered as their Inhe- 
ritance and Home, but as a State of 
Growth and Improvement; where they 
are gradually trained up for. that Perfec- 
tion, which Death alone will introduce 
them to. And therefore they cannot pre- 
vail upon themſelves to place any great 
Value upon thoſe Enjoyments, which are 
unſatisfactory, while poſſeſſed; and cauſe a 
great Degree of Vexation, at Parting. 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, that good Men, 
when they die, paſs to a State which is in 
a great Meaſure unknown to them; but 
yet not ſo much unknown, as to be a Diſ- 
couragement to their Faith, Hope, and 
Joy. The unſeen Happineſs is repreſented 
to them, and conſidered by them, under 
ſuch Images as declare its Greatneſs; and 
that it is ſomething far beyond their pre- 

B 2 1 
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ſent Conceptions. That it conſiſts in an » 
intimate Fruition of their heavenly Father, 
and compaſſionate Redeemer ; and in a 
delightful Converſe with holy Angels, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; and 


in an entire Exemption from all Sin and 
Miſery. DO es 


Tuo all ſhall by Death be delivered 
cover to the Judgment of the great Day, yet 
the Intereſt which good Men have in the 
Merits and Mediation of the Redeemer ; 
will enable them to lift up their Heads 
with Joy, at that Time: The Sting 0 
Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the 
Law; but Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the Victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. Our Saviour drew out 
the poiſonous Sting of Death, by his own 
Death; triumphed over it, by his Reſur- 
rection; and is inveſted with Power to 
exalt his faithful Diſciples. to a State of 
immortal Glory, No Wonder therefore 
that Perſons of that Character ſhould, even 
at the Mouth of the Grave, view another 
Life without Confuſion ; ſince the Maker 
of all Things is their reconciled Father, 
and the appointed Judge of the World their 
Advocate, | 


, AND 
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An as Death hath no Sting, with re- 
gard to their Souls, ſo it will obtain no 
laſting Victory, in relation to their Bodies; 
which, like Seed, are only buried in the 

Earth, to riſe from it again with renewed 
Beauty, and Vigour. As the human Nature 
conſiſts of Soul and Body, ſo our compleat 


Happineſs requires their Reunion ; and 


then will our heavenly Father publickly 
own and avow us as his Offspring, when he 
raiſeth our dead Bodies to a glorious and im- 


mortal Life, and Death ſhall be feallowed 


up in Viftory Thus I have informed you, 
to what it is owing, that the Fear of Death 
is ſo far ſubdued in good Men, as is plainly 
1 by the Apoſtle, when he cries 

: O Death, where is thy Sting? O 
— where is thy V. wy ? 


THAT, which directed my Thoughts 
to this Paſſage of holy Writ, was the 
Deceaſe of our Friend, or rather the com- 
mon Friend of Mankind, Mr. Anthony 
Walburge ; by whoſe Death the World will 
ſuſtain a Loſs much to be lamented, and 
not eaſily to be repaired. He was a Perſon 
very remarkable, both for his natural, and 
acquired Abilities; out at the ſame Time 

B 3 wholly 
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© wholly a Stranger to that Oſtentation, which 
too often attends the Conſciouſneſs of a ſupe- 
rior Underſtanding. As his Freedom from 
Prejudice, and Partiality, diſpoſed bis Mind 
Jer a conſtant Acceſſion 0 Knowledg e; fo, by 
tbe Aſiſtance of a moſt faithful 2 be 
bad upon all Occafions a 4 Command 
thereof. 


THE conflant Jy e Seay, and 
exemplary Practice of Religion, he eſteemed 
bis Honbur; in an Age when ſo many con- 
der them as a Reproach. His Piety to- 
wards, God was unaſfected, and manby ; 

and his Reſpect to à divine Revelation con- 
\ Jeicuous. Though be read with due Atten- 
tion, and Bar Balg the many Obections 
which have been induſtriouſiy propagated, 
by the Enemies of the Goſpel; yet they only 
Zended to Mabliſt his Belief of it. 


NO THING but Indiſpofition of Body, 
prevented his flated Attendance on the ſeveral 
Parts of God's Worſhip, in the folemn Aſ- 
ſemblies; nor was I ever acquainted with * 
a more attentive Hearer than be was. He 
appeared to have ſuch an accurate ew. 
ment, as to the Truth, and Importance of 
the Deena: and | Duties of Religion; 


that 
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that his diſtinguiſhing Judgment would 
bave cauſed ſome Anxiety in the Preacher, 


oy not ts Condor been equal to it, 8 


1 7. was a ſhining Part of his Charatter; 
that, in Imitation of our common Parent, 
who' is good to all, he manifeſted a general 
Benevolence to Mankind; and conſtantly em- 
eyed bis Strength, and made Uſe of his 
Ability, and Subſtance ; for the Relief of 
many helpleſs, and deſerving Objefts. The 
Share which be. accepted in ſeveral publio 
Trufts, in Compliance with his Friends Im- 

tunity ; diſcovered the - Senſe they had 
both of bis Ability, and Faithfulnefi : Nor 
were they ever diſappointed as s to one, or . 
yy 


HE s wum tell for à moſt 0 
and engaging Temper. "How cautious be 
was not to give Offence to any, how affable, 
condeſcending, and eaſy of Acceſs ; all that 
neo him can tefiify. No one made more 
charitable Allowances for the Prejudices of 
Education, and thoſe Defects of buman Na- 
ture which are conſiſtent with Integrity; 
nor were his charitable Opinion, or Confi- 
dence, limited to any particular Denomination 
of Chriſtians. — 
25 4 B 4 HE 


4 * 
5 * 

5 8 1 
. 24 


HE conferred Favours in 0 e 
a Manner, that the Gratifying of | his 
own Inclination (next to the Obligations 
of Religion) ſeemed to be bis only View ; 
and therefore took Care not to lay any un 
eaſy Obligations upon thoſe, who reaped the 
Benefits of bis Kindneſs. Religion, which 
in ſome good Men hath a forbidding Aſs 
peri, on Account of the difagreeable Dreſs 


in which it ſhews itſelf; in him 2 2 
in the moſt amiable Attire. 


TSHALL only add, that though the 
Pains, which he continually — muſt 
Sometimes make him a Burden to himſel,; 
yet he was peculiarly cautious not to be- 
come ſo to others. He had for many Years 
been ſubje# to one of the moſt excrucia- 
ting Diſorders, that human Nature is li- 

le to; yet ſuch was his Reſolution ts 

ar his own Burden, and his Unwilling 
neſs to have others ſhare with him; chat 
few of his Friends were acquainted with 
bis Complaints, His Diftemper (which © 
was the - Stone,) had much impaired his 
Health, and ſeemed to have laid a Fourt: 
dation for a lingering Life of Miſery; 
but the great Diſpoſer * all Events ſaw 


ht, 


( 2s ) 
fit, by the Intervention of a Fever (in 
bis. fiftieth Year) to give him a Diſmiſ- 
on to thoſe undiſturbed Regions, where the 
Weary are at Reft——Upon a Review 
of the exemplary. Conduct of the De- 
ceaſed, I would recommend to myſelf 
and you the following brief, but compre- 
— Advice: : Let us go, and 4 * 


wiſe, ; 


8 — 1 compoſed this Diſcourſe, 1 
had not the leaſt Thought of making it 
public; but a Regard to the Memory 
of ſo valuable a Name, and the Hopes 
of making ſome Impreſſions upon the 
Living, ſuitable to the Voice of Provi- 
vidence (in Conjunction with ſome other 
Arguments) have inclined me to let it 
ſee the Light — The due Improvement 
of the Subject will in Part appear from 
the following Particulars : 


I. I 6H ALL endeavour to vindicate the 
Providence of God, in the Death of Man- 
kind. If we conſider the many diffe- 
rent Ways, in which Men are liable to 
the Loſs of Life; it will appear, that a 
— Reſidence in this World cannot 
be expected, without a continued Mi * 

e 


(26) 
cle. Our 1 and ungoverned Paſ- 
ſions are often the Deſtruction of our- 
ſelves, and others. We are very much 
endan gered from the Brute Creation, and 
fall a Sacrifice to their Rage, or Hunger. 
Infectious Air, poiſonous Plants and Drugs, 
and a numerous Tribe of Diſeaſes, and 
Accidents are at Hand, to put a Period 
to our Days. And it is difficult to ap- 
prehend how the World could be go- 
verned, as long as Men continue in a 
Courſe of Sin; if they were to enjoy an 
Immortal Life here. If notorious Tranſ- 
greſſors were not frequently cut off by 
the Hand of public Juſtice, or the more 
remarkable Judgments of God; the World 


would be in a much worſe State than it 
18. REC C74 


A immortal Life, in our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, can by no Means be agree- 
able. Indeed, if we were conſtant] 
enjoy a vigorous State of Health, - and 
live in Plenty and Proſperity ; a Conti- 
nuance here might appear more defire- 
able. But, on the other Hand, there are 
fo many bitter Ingredients infuſed” into 
the Cup of Life, as often incline us to 
nauſeate it. Though - Fob is mentioned 
* as 


(27) 


as an uncommon Inſtance of Patience, 
13 Evils of Life preſſed him fo 
| as to draw from him very bitter 
Complaints, inſomuch that he aſſures 
us, he would not live always; and ſpeaks 
of Death as a moſt deſireable Retreat. 
And it may be further conſidered, that 
this World is not a Place fit for final 
Rewards, and Puniſhments, where good 
and bad Men are blended together, and 
muſt in ſome Degree become Partakers 
of each other's Happineſs and _— ; 
and therefore we are aſſured that, 

vious to a full and compleat Retribu- 


tion, there will be a Separation between 
them. 


2. Ir we would join with the Apoſtle 
in his triumphant Song, let us endea- 
vour after a lively and vigorous Faith, and 
Hope in God, and get a fuller Acquain- 
tance with -the unſeen Glory. And in- 
deed it is the nobleſt Exerciſe of ſuch a 
Faith, and Hope, in Perſons as yet but 
little acquainted with the celeſtial King- 
dom; to reſign up their Spirits to the 
Maker thereof, at his Call. None but 
thoſe who have a firm Perſuaſion of, and 
a * a upon the perfect 

Power, 


( 28 ) 
Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Faith- 
fulneſs of their heavenly Father; can chear- 
fully; forſake their earthly Friends, and 
Accommodations, and * on the Nom 


| of an unſeen World, 


AxNoTuzn Thing which will comtrd. 
bute to make the Thoughts of Death - 
comfortable, and add to our Triumph at 
that Day; is an intimate uaintance 
with the unſeen World. It is with Re- 
luctance that we remove to a diſtant 
Country, which we know little of; but, 
| h we have not ſeen the promiſed h 
Land with theſe bodily Eyes, yet the In- 
formation which we have received about 
it, may be depended upon; ſo that we - 
are not to be: confidered as entire Stran- 
gers to the Conſtitution, Inhabitants, or 
Employment of Heaven, And, by how 
much the brighter Views and fuller Aſ- 
ſurances we have of our approaching In- 
— ſo much the better ſhall We 
be prepared to reliſh that Foy, which 10 
* and full of Glory. l 


3. Tn E Conſideration of this Paſſage 
of Scripture may ſhew, how much we 
are indebted to the ee: of the Gof- 


pel, 


K :: 
bel. for the Hopes which we have be- 
yond the Grave. The Heathens at beſt 
had but a gloomy, and doubtful Proſpect 
of Futurity ; their Hopes were built on 
dark Conjectures, and conſequently could 
have no great and laſting Influence upon 
their Manners; but Chriſt, by bringing 
Life and Inmortali ty to Li gbr, hath re- 
moved that Veil which overſpread their 


Minds, and brought the Realms of Light 
| Into a near View, 


Tux Voice from Heaven hath declared 
thoſe bleſſed who die in the Lord, i. e. whoſe 
Temper and Life; when they come to die, 
appear to have been conformable to the 
Rule of the Goſpel, and the Example of 
Chriſt ; and that Blefſedneſs is inſured to 
them by Covenant and Promiſe, ſo that 
Chriſt in them is become their Hope of 
Glory. And this will inable good Men to 
lift up their Heads with Joy, when their 
Redemption draweth migh. Light is ſown 
for the Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Up- 
right in Heart ; and what was affirmed of 
God's People, in relation to their Capti- 
vity, and Deliverance from it; may in a 

more exalted Senſe be applied to them : 
They that ſow in Tears, ſhall reap in Jo: 


i ( 30 ) 
Ee that ZCoeth forth and weepeth; bearing. 
Precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again re- 
goicing, bringing his Sheaves * him. 


Pf; cxxvi. 5, 6 8 


ads T HE many diſagrecable Circum- 


ſtances which we meet with in this State 


of Trial, as well as that unfading Happineſs 
we hope for hereafter ; ſhould reconcile us 
to the Thoughts both of our own and our 
Friends Deceaſe, if they and we are of the 
Number of thoſe who ive to Chriſt. Weare 
. butPilgrims and Sojourners here, and often 
meet with diſagreeable Treatment, which 
ſhould wean us from an intenſe Love of 
Earth. The rugged, and thorny Steps of 
Life; the dangerous Snares, every-where 
ſpread for our Feet; and the unavoidable 
Fatigues of the Chriſtian Warfare : ſhould 
incline us to look with Pleaſure to our Home. 
The vicious Cuſtoms, the corrupt Ex- 
amples, and ſtrange Infatuation which 
hath ſeized a great Part of the World; 

ſhould” reconcile us to the Thoughts of 
laying down theſe Tabernacles, and get- 
ing out of the Reach of Temptations : eſ- 
pecially when we conſider how great our 
Balance of Happineſs will be, by exchang- 
| ing this World for that, where the Rigb- 


Feous 


(329) 
Treue Pall ſhine forth as the an, in the 
| I” of their Father, 


'A ND Tore theſe Conſiderations gene- 
call affect all good Men, in the like Man- 
ner; they ſhould help to alleviate our 
Grief, when our pious Friends are re- 

moved from us by Death, and advanced to 
a more ſafe and advanced Station in God's 
Family. We are aſſured, that, when: the 
chief Shepherd ſhall appear, they, together 
With us, ſhall receive a Crown of Glory 
which fadeth not auay; which ſhould 5. be 
Matter of ſtrong Conſolation to both. I 
ſſall conclude with the Apoſtle's Exhorta- 
tion, which is connected with the Words 
of the Text: Therefore, my beloved Brethren, 
be Fedfaft, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as 


ye know, that your Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. | 


FINTS. 
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BOOKS rinted for Jour Noon, at the 
p20 White Hart, in the Poultry. 


5 1. GE to one lately raiſed from a * 
8 A3 Diſorder, containing ſerious Reflections, Re- 
ſolutions, and PE: TP. w that Occaſion, 
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' IL. Funeral: Die, I Cee Par; eee 
1. Conſolations on the Death of our Friends. oe 


parations for our own' Death. © By. the N 
Gone Saris, * D. : 


m. The Period e i a ee 

fixed; but variable by. Men's virtuous, or vicious Be- 
haviour. 'By Henry Fijh, M. A. Vicar of A ddletey 
in Norfolk. 44 -- | 


IV. The 8 Works of God in the Des 
| conſidered and recommended to all the Sea-f 

+1 © +» obs eras Es Va 
Tiacomb. 6d. „ 


v. The Acceptableneſs of EDI to God, and 


_ Unprofitableneſs of a mere ſpechlative Faith to any 


« Man' 8 Salvation. A Samba. 6 d. 


„ W of Right Apprehenſions of 
| God, with Reſpect to Religion and Virtue, conſider- 
ed. Theſe two laſt by the Rev. Mr. Jacob Ball. 6 d. 


VII. Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator between God and 
Man, an Advocate for us with the Father, and a Pro- 
pitiation for the Sins of the World. 


